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The 'zero' conditional:  Where the tense in both parts of the sentence are the simple present: 
   Donde el tiempo verbal de ambos partes de la oración son el presente simple. 
 

'IF' CLAUSE  Clausula ‘si’ MAIN CLAUSE  Clausula Principal 

If + simple present 
If you heat ice, 
If it rains, 

Si + presente simple 
Si caliente hielo, 
Si lleve, 

simple present 
it melts. 
you get wet  

Presente simple 
se derrite. 
te mojas 

 
In these sentences, the time is now or always, and the situation is real and possible and are often used to refer to general truths. 
En esas oraciones, el tiempo es ahora o siempre y la situación es real y posible, y a menudo se refieren a verdaderos generales. 
 
Remember:  ‘if’ can be changed for ‘when’ depending on how and what you want to say.  

Also, the order can be reversed and maintain the same meaning. 
Recordar:  ‘si’ puede ser cambiado por ‘cuando’ dependiente de cómo y de que quieres decir.  

También, el orden puede ser reversado y mantener el mismo significado. 
 
1.  (I / wake up late / I / be late for work) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  (my husband / cook / he / burn the food) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  (Julie / not wear a hat / she / get sunstroke) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  (children / not eat well / they / not be healthy) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  (you / mix water and electricity / you / get a shock) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  (people / eat / too many sweets / they / get fat) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  (you / smoke / you / get yellow fingers) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  (children / play outside / they / not get overweight) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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9.  (you / heat ice / it / melt) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  (I / speak to John / he / get annoyed) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Remember: Conditionals can be turned around and maintain the same meaning and depends on what you want to emphasise. 
Recuerde: Condicionales se pueden dar la Vuelta y mantener el mismo significado y depende en lo que quieres acentuar. 
  
For example: he / get tired / he / use the computer too much.  

He gets tired if he uses the computer too much. 
Él cansa si (él) se usa el ordenador demasiado. 

 
11.  (I / feel better the next day / I / go to bed early) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12.  (lots of people / come / Jenny / have/ a party) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13.  (she / buy expensive clothes / she / go shopping) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14.  (my daughter / pass her exams / she / work hard) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15.  (David / be sick / he / drink milk) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16.  (the river / freeze / it / be very cold) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17.  (I / like to visit the museums / I / be in a new city) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

18.  (I / cycle to work / the weather / be fine) 

Answer: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Translate:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answers: 

1.  If I wake up late I’m late for work. 
 Si despierto tarde, llego tarde a el trabajo. 
 
2.  If my husband cooks he burns the food. 
 Si mi marido cocina él se quema la comida. 
 
3.  If Julie doesn’t wear a hat she gets sunstroke. 
 Si Julie no lleva un sombrero ella tiene insolación  
 
4.  If children not eat well they aren’t healthy. 
 Si niños no come bien ellos no son saludables. 
 
5.  If you mix water and electricity you get a shock. 
 Si mezcla agua y electricidad tu electrocutas. 
 
6.  If people eat too many sweets they get fat. 
 Si gente comen demasiados caramelos ellos se engordan. 
 
7.  If you smoke your fingers go yellow. 
 Si fumas tus dedos van amarillo. 
 
8.  If children play outside they don’t get overweight. 
 Si niños juegan fuera ellos no se engordan. 
 
9.  If/when you heat ice it melts. 
 Si/cuando caliente hielo se derrita. 
 
10.  If/when I speak to John he gets annoyed. 
 Si/cuando hablo con John él se enfada. 
 
11.  I feel better the next day when / if I go to bed early. 
 Me siento mejor al día siguiente cuando / si me voy a la cama / acuesto temprano. 
 
12.  Lots of people come when / if Jenny has a party. 
 Mucha gente viene cuando / si Jenny tiene (da) una fiesta. 
 
13.  She buys expensive clothes when / if she goes shopping. 
 Ella compra ropa cara cuando / si ella va de compras. 
  
14.  My daughter passes her exams when / if she works hard. 
 Mi hija aprueba sus exámenes cuando / si trabaja duro. 
 
15.  David is sick when / if he drinks milk. 
 David si pone enfermo cuando / si bebe leche. 
 
16.  The river freezes when / if it’s very cold. 
 El río se congela cuando / si hace mucho frío. 
 
17.  I like to visit the museums when / if I am in a new city. 
 Me gusta visitar los museos cuando / si estoy en una ciudad nueva. 
 
18.  I cycle to work when/if the weather is fine. 
 Me ciclo para trabajar cuando / si hace buen tiempo. 
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