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The Verb  The Meaning An example  

To back 
Translate: 
 

To support physically or verbally someone I had the backing of everyone. 

To back away 
Translate: 

 

To move away from something backwards. He back away and left them to it. 

To back down 
Translate: 

 

To admit that you were wrong or that you 
have been defeated. 

Eventually, he backed down and 
apologised. 

To back off 
Translate: 

 

To retreat and leave someone or something 
alone. 

Back off will you! 

To back out  
Translate: 

 

To decide not to do something that you had 
said you would do: 

He backed out of the agreed 
investment.  

To back up 
Translate: 

 

To save something on a computer to safe 
place. 

I feel better now that all of my work is 
backed up. 

To break  
Translate: 

 

To break a something, into two or more 
pieces.  

She fell and broke her arm. 

To eye  
Translate: 

 

To look at someone or something with 
interest. 

Martin eyed my cake until I'd finished.  

To eye up  
Translate: 

 

To look at something or someone with 
special interest. 

He eyed her up, but didn't dare say 
hello.  

To finger  
Translate: 

 

To touch or feel something with your 
fingers: 

She fingered all the material to find the 
best.  

To head  
Translate: 

 

• To hit a ball with your head. 
 

• To lead a group of people. 

• Paul headed the ball and scored. 

• Rajoy is the head of the government. 

To head away 
Translate: 

 

To move in / off to / another location. It´s time to head away to another 
place. 

To head off 
To head out 
Translate: 

See ‘to head away’  

To mouth  
Translate: 

 

Forming words with your lips without 
making any sound.  

The singers only mouthed the words. 

To mouth off 
Translate: 

 

To speak badly about something/one.  Jane is always mouthing off! 

To neck  
Translate: 

 

• To kiss and hold a person in an amorous 
way. 

• To strangle something or someone until it 
has no life 

• They necked in the back of the 
cinema.  

• My brother necked the chickens 
quickly. 

To nose around 
Translate: 

 

To look around or search  
  

She nosed around until she found out.  
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