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Pastor Mann’s Monthly Message 

     Someone once asked Sir Winston Churchill, 
“Are you a pillar of the church?” He quipped, “I 
am more of a flying buttress: I support it from 
the outside.” 
     There are two kinds of people in the church: 
“Pillars and Caterpillars. The Pillars uphold the 
church and the Caterpillars simply go in and 
out.” When you read this quote, you could take 
it to mean that the Caterpillars are the Bad Guys 
and the Pillars are the Good Guys. But think 
about it. Pillars don’t change. They are made of 
stone. 
     Sometimes people get so intent on holding 
up the church they become too set in their ways. 
They support the church, but they forget what 
the Church is all about. Perhaps they hold up the 
church in another way and keep it from advanc-
ing. Caterpillars, on the other hand, are alive. As 
long as they keep going in and out, into worship 
to receive and out to spread the Good News in 
the world, they are moving and changing and 
becoming. And we all know what happens to 
caterpillars, the Big Change which occurs when 
they break out of the cocoon and lift their lovely 
wings. 
     So it goes both ways. The Pillars would profit 
by adding, “cater” to their name and breaking 
out of their stony shells. The Caterpillars should 
remember that their last name is “Pillar” and 
that they had better do their share of 
“upholding” so that there will continue to be a 
church to go in and out of! By Ralph Carlson, 
Glendale Arizona.      
     As Hope congregation moves forward in the 
Transforming Process to vote on November 2, 
ask yourself, am I a Pillar or a Caterpillar? We 
need both in the church, but whatever you deem 
yourself to be, a little sprinkling of the other trait 

will go a long 
way to carry the 
church into the future. Like cogs on a gear mesh 
together to turn the wheel, Pillars and Caterpillars 
work together to keep a balance in the way minis-
try is done in the church. What needs to be 
avoided is dominance by one or the other, which 
stifles ministry and causes harm to the body of 
Christ. 
     I encourage you to pray about the Transform-
ing Process asking for God’s will to be done and 
opening your heart to His leading. 
      
To God be the Glory! 
 
Give `em heaven, 
 
Pastor 
   

PILLARS AND CATERPILLARS 

October, 2008 

There will be a series of COTTAGE MEETINGS to 
discuss questions and concerns about the consul-
tation. Please sign up for one that fits your sched-
ule. This is your opportunity to get a better under-
standing of what we hope to achieve by this proc-
ess. With all the information and your concerns 
addressed, you can make an informed vote on No-
vember 2. Sign up sheets are in the narthex.  
 
October 1—7:00—8:30 PM @ Richner’s home 
October 7—7:00—8:30 PM @ Kressierer’s home 
October 9—7:00—8:30 PM @ Kanengeiser’s home 

COTTAGE MEETINGS 
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Getting Into God’s Word! 
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"“Autumn, the year's last, loveliest smile.” - William Cullen Bryant 

October 1 Psalm 76  Mark 1 October 16 Psalm 85  Mark 16 

October 2 Psalm 77  Mark 2 October 17 Psalm 86  Malachi 1 

October 3 Psalm 78 vs. 1 - 8  Mark 3 October 18 Psalm 87  Malachi 2 

October 4 Psalm 78 vs. 9 - 16  Mark 4 October 19 Psalm 88  Malachi 3 

October 5 Psalm 78 vs. 17 - 31  Mark 5 October 20 Psalm 89 vs.1 - 8  Malachi 4 

October 6 Psalm 78 vs. 32 -39  Mark 6 October 21 Psalm 89 vs. 9 - 18  Micah 1 

October 7 Psalm 78 vs. 40 -55  Mark 7 October 22 Psalm 89 vs. 19 -27  Micah 2 

October 8 Psalm 78 vs. 56 - 64  Mark 8 October 23 Psalm 89 vs. 28 -37  Micah 3 

October 9 Psalm 78 vs. 65 - 72  Mark 9 October 24 Psalm 89 vs. 38 -45  Micah 4 

October 10 Psalm 79  Mark 10 October 25 Psalm 89 vs. 46 -52  Micah 5 

October 11 Psalm 80  Mark 11 October 26 Psalm 90  Micah 6 

October 12 Psalm 81  Mark 12 October 27 Psalm 91  Micah 7 

October 13 Psalm 82  Mark 13 October 28 Psalm 92  Jonah 1 

October 14 Psalm 83  Mark 14 October 29 Psalm 93  Jonah 2 

October 15 Psalm 84  Mark 15 October 30 Psalm 94  Jonah 3 

October 31 Psalm 95  Jonah 4       

Attention Hope Adult Members & Friends   
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW AND PLAN TO JOIN US FOR THE PARTY 
OF THE YEAR  

 
 

HO PE  CH RISTM AS  PA RT Y! 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 



In addition to the vigil, the prayer team is 
asking every member to set their clocks, 
watches, cell phones, etc., to ring at the same 
time everyday.  When they ring, please stop 
and pray for one minute.  You can choose what ever time you 
want, just please pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and that we 
do the Lord's will with this Endeavour.   
  
If you have any questions, comments or suggestions please 
speak with Lynn Kanengeiser or Sheila Kressierer.   
  

May the Lord bless all of you! 

News from our Missionary 

 
OCTOBER   

2008 
 

 
October 5 

"Mirror, Mirror" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

Watch out! A mirror may be TOO 
revealing! 
(Matthew 21:43) 
 
 
October 12 

"No Shoes, No Shirt, No Service" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

Admission to heaven is on God's 
terms, not ours. It is by God's grace 
and not on account of our goodness 
that entry is given. 

(Matthew 22:11-12) 
 
 
October 19 

"Nailed To The Wall" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

There are some questions for which 
there are no right answers. Jesus 
avoids a trap set for him by his ene-
mies. 
(Matthew 22:18) 
 
 
October 26 

"Abiding Words" 

Guest Speaker: Rev. David Schmidt 

(John 8:31-36) 
 
 
The Lutheran Hour® which began in 
1930, is the world's longest-running, Chris-
tian outreach radio program. It proclaims 
the message of Jesus Christ to more than 
1.2 million people each week over 800 
radio stations across North America. It is 
also broadcast on the American Forces 
Network to reach military personnel and 
their families around the world. 
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Sermon Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 
Temptation’s a test of faith—Taming the 
tongue—Doers of the Word—Faith and Works! 
These are some of the topics the Adult Sunday 
morning Bible class will look over the next six 

weeks in the book of James. The new class began Sunday, Sep-
tember 14 at 9 a.m. Come join in the fun as God speaks to you in 
His Word.  

Sundays at 9 AM 

Thursday, October 2 
12 noon — 1PM 

Hope Lutheran Church  

Sunday, October 12 
October 12 is "Clergy Appreciation Sunday." 
  
"This provides a wonderful opportunity for congregations and 
members to commit to pray for and encourage their pastor," says 
Rev. David Muench, executive director of the LCMS Commission 
on Ministerial Growth and Support.  
  
"The typical pastor works long hours and is not a stranger to criti-
cism," Muench said.  "As a result, he may be one of the loneliest 
people in the church. Feelings of disappointment, discourage-
ment, and defeat can begin to plague even the best pastors.  
"After all," he said, "the apostle's encouragement to 'serve one 
another in love' (Gal. 5:13) also applies to the relationship we 
have with our pastor." 
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DATE 

WORSHIP  
  ASSISTANT 

 
READER 

                                  
USHERS 

                  
GREETERS 

October 05 Chris Schwed  J. Rediger  S. Dunbar, M. Godale  L. Lefdahl    

October  12 J. Rediger  B. Welsh  D. Benjamin, K. Starlein    R. Livingston  

October 19 Andy Richner     B. Bell D. Bell, A. Foster Boles 

October 26  Gary Robinson  D. Coleman G. Tomaselli, R. Mattmuller Dunbar 

Sarah Mihalak 
will wed  

David Wilson 

It started with a kiss 
And now, it has come to this . . . 

All members are invited to the 
church to witness this blessed union. 

October 4 at 3 PM 

"While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease."  ~Genesis 8:22~ 

The City of Aurora was just 
approved by the State of Ohio 
to offer a program to Aurora 
residents to help repair or re-
habilitate their home. Require-

ments: Owner occupied home, total income level 
of $39,500 for two in the family, $34,550 for one 
in the family. Repairs maximum $8,000, Rehab 
maximum $33,000. Zero interest loan, to be re-
paid at the time of transfer of the home. A total of 
$270,000 is available for the program.  Contact 
Mayor Lynn McGill, 330.486.7561 for additional 
information. 

Community Housing Improvement   
Program 
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Hope’s Prayer Guide 
 

PRAY about Transforming Congregations at 
Hope! 
 
PREPARE for the November 2 vote on the 
proposed “prescriptions” 
 
You will need a copy of the Transforming 
Congregations Consultation Report for Hope 
 
Please commit to pray about this report five 
days every week for the next six weeks, 
concluding on November 1. 
 
As you pray, on each of the five days: 
♦ THANK God for one of the strengths 

noted in the report. 
♦ ASK for God’s forgiveness and His direc-

tion as you consider one of the five con-
cerns in the report. 

♦ PRAY for God’s guidance and will for 

Hope as you pray over one of the five pre-
scriptions in the report. 

 
This way after your first five days (the first 
week), you will 
have prayed 
over all five of 
the strengths, 
concerns and 
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“Summer makes me drowsy. Autumn makes me sing. Winter's pretty lousy, but I hate Spring.”  -  Dorothy Parker  

TRANSFORFORMING CONGREGATIONS  
PRESCRIPTIONS 

 
          As many of you are aware, an exciting two day meeting over the weekend of September 
13 was held with four consultants from the LCMS Ohio District.  The consultants left us with five 
prescriptions to help Hope Lutheran Church move forward in its ministry.  Hope members will 
need to decide whether or not to accept the 5 prescriptions and use the help offered by the Dis-
trict to achieve them.   To help with the decision making process, a series of “cottage” meetings 
will be held and everyone is encouraged to attend one of these meetings.  They will be informal 
and will provide everyone an opportunity to ask questions and voice concerns.  Pastor Mann will 
lead these meetings.   
 
          This decision to accept or reject the five subscriptions will be made at a Voters Meeting 
on Sunday, November 2, 2008.  The prescriptions are as follows: 
 

 

Prescriptions 
 
1)Vision- In order to gain a clear, unified, compelling, God-given vision, the congregation will: 

a) By December 1, 2008, engage, with input from the Ohio District, a facilitator who leads 
a visioning process. Based in Scripture, this visioning process will include a study of 
community needs, congregational and nursety school input and a visioning weekend. 

b) Once developed, Pastor Mann, Linda Lawyer and leadership will communicate the vision 
for ninety days throughout the congregation. 

c) At the end of the ninety days of intentional vision casting the congregation shall meet to 
consider adoption of the vision. The target deadline is May 1, 2009. 

d) Leadership will continually insure that every member knows and is committed to carry-
ing out the vision. 

 
2)Outward Focus — In order to help the members more intentionally participate in the Great 
Commission, the congregation will: 

· Continue to grow the number of triads. 
· Host at least 2 off church campus events by the end of 2008 which are evangelistic/

servant events and are completely focused on people of this community. Beginning in 
2009 the congregation will host at least 6 of these events annually. 

· Pastor Mann will preach at least one sermon series yearly on the missional character of 
the church starting with an Advent sermon series on Sundays in 2008. 

· Intentionally work towards discipling unchurched nursely school families. A needs 
assessment of these families should be completed by Nov. 16, 2008. At least two need 
centered ministries for the nursery school families should be initiated by Februaiy 1, 
2009. 

 3) Discipleship/Leadership Development 
  · Pastor Mann shall continue leading a monthly learning community consisting of 5-7 
   leaders for at least two more years and continue participating in the Pastors’ Learning 
   Community until its completion. 
  · By May 1, 2009 a Discipleship Task Force will be implemented to develop an intentional 
   process whereby potential leaders can intentionally become more mature in their vision 
   and faith. 
  · In order to facilitate leader and ministry development, the congregation will prepare to 
   adopt the Accountable Leadership Model. The Model will be implemented by April 1, 



 

Page 7 Hope Monthly | October, 2008| www.HopeAurora.org 

          2009. The present organizational by-laws will be put in abeyance while this Accountable 
   Leadership Model is implemented. After two years the congregation will vote on whether 
   to adopt the Accountable Leadership Model by-laws or keep to the current by-laws. 
 
  · In this new model of governance, there will be a Board of Directors of 5 people plus the 
   Pastor. This board, which will govern the church, will represent God and the 
   congregation. The Pastor’s role will be to lead the church. The role of staff members will 
   be to manage the church. The role of the congregation will be to conduct the ministries 
   of the church. 
 

· By March 1, 2009, the congregation will nominate at least seven members to serve on the Board. 
The pastor will assess the qualification of each candidates, using the below qualifications. The 
pastor will present seven qualified candidates to Voters, which will elect five board members. 

· Members who are weekly participants in worship and Bible study. 
· Members who are striving to or are giving a tithe. 
· Members who undefstand and support God’s mission and the congregational vision. 

 
4. Improve Participant and Member Retention - In order to better retain participants for the sake of dis-
cipleship, the congregation will: 

· Form an Assimilation Task Force by Nov. 16, 2008 that will study and develop a process for ap-
propriately assimilating visitors and new members into the life of the congregation and the ser-
vice of the Lord. The new assimilation process will start by February 1, 2009. 

· Develop a Young Family Ministry Team that fosters relationships between nursery school, church 
and young community families by February 1, 2009. Karen Dutton of the Ohio District staff is a 
resource for this team. 

 
5 Improve Communication — The congregational coach will help the staff and leadership work together 
to develop a process to assess and improve communication between all parties in HLC by June, 2009. 
 
The congregation will vote to accept or reject these prescriptions by November 1, 2008. We strongly 
urge a time of prayer and serious deliberation prior to making this decision. Upon acceptance of this 
report, the Ohio District commits to “walk along side” Hope Lutheran Church by providing a “coach” for 
a minimum of one year to help the church implement these prescriptions. 
 
Conclusion: We want to thank you for the opportunity to consult with yoa We believe that by God’s 
grace your best days as a congregation are ahead of you with the implementation of these prescrip-
tions. 
 
Rev. Kevin Wilson (wilsonk@oh.lcms.org) 
Mrs. Karen Dutton (duttonk@oh.lcms.org) 
Mr. Gordon Stuckert (stuckertg(~joh.lcms.org) 
Rev. Larry Wesolik (lwesolik@ameritech.net) (wesolik@adelphia.net) 



Psalm 119 is the longest 
chapter in the Bible, and is an acrostic poem composed of 
22 sets of 8 verses, each line of a set beginning with the 
same Hebrew letter, progressing through the alphabet 
from aleph to taw.   
 
The word Bible comes for the Greek word Biblia, which 
literally means "books." So, reading the Bible is like read-
ing 66 books.  
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♦ Jane Howard, mother of Brad Eastridge’s                
co-worker 

♦ Jennifer Schreck, Mann’s neighbor 
♦ Pam Edmonds, Peggy Robinson’s niece 
♦ Marti Bissell, Andy Richner’s cousin 

♦ Kristie Gauss 
♦ Tim Robinson 
♦ Patricia Krosiak and Lynn Woods, friends of 
Mihalaks 
♦ Clare Adams, friend of Mary Jo Riddell 
♦ Jean, Cheryl Tomaselli’s aunt; 
♦ Lynn, friend of Ruth Gabler; 
♦ Rev. V. Devantier, Sue Dunbar’s cousin  
♦ Lois Patton, Janet Boles’ sister  
♦ Bill, friend of Andy Richner  
♦ Madelyn Potocnik, Nancy Welsh’s aunt  
♦ Mickey Robinson, friend of Chris Schwed; 

♦ Brenda Owens, friend of the Schusters  
♦ Mrs. Hill, Grys’ neighbor 

 

cÄxtáx ÑÜtç yÉÜ 

fàÜxÇzà{? cxtvx tÇw 

VÉÅyÉÜà  
       yÉÜ à{Éáx utààÄ|Çz  

         VtÇvxÜ 

 O Lord, my God, I cried out to You, and You 

healed me. --Psalm 30:3 

The preacher was wired for 
sound with a lapel mike, and as 
he preached, he moved briskly 
about the platform, jerking the 
mike cord as he went. Then he 

moved to one side, getting wound up in the 
cord and nearly tripping before jerking it 
again. After several circles and jerks, a little 
girl in the third pew leaned toward her 
mother and whispered, 'If he gets loose, will 
he hurt us?' 

A ten-year old, under the tutelage of her 
grandmother, was becoming quite knowl-
edgeable about the Bible. Then, one day, she 
floored her grandmother by asking, 'Which 
Virgin was the mother of Jesus? The Virgin 
Mary or the King James Virgin?'  

♦  These came all the way from St. Louis, by email 
from Linda Williams.  

RED SKELTON'S TIPS FOR A HAPPY MARRIAGE 
♦ We always hold hands. If I let go, she shops. 
♦ I take my wife everywhere - but she keeps 

finding her way back.  
♦ I married Miss Right. I just didn't know her 

first name was "Always".  
♦ I asked my wife where she wanted to go for 

our anniversary. "Somewhere I haven't been in 
a long time!" she said. So I suggested the 
kitchen.   

♦ I haven't spoken to my wife in 18 months. I 
don't like to interrupt her. 

 
A Wry Smile 
Two cannibals are having dinner together when 
one turns to the other and says, "You know, I 
really hate my mother-in-law."  The other replied, 
"Then just eat the noodles." 
 
♦ These jokes came all the way from Aurora.  Thanks to Ric 

Mattmuller. 

"There is no season such delight can bring, As summer, autumn, winter and the spring." -   William Browne 

Why is it that our children can't read a Bible 
in school, but they can in prison? 

 Why do I have to swear on the Bible in 
court when the Ten Commandments cannot 
be displayed outside? 
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Book of the Month — 3:16  The Numbers of Hope While watching a little TV 
on Sunday instead of going 
to church, I watched a 
Church in Atlanta honoring 
one of its senior pastors 
who had been retired many 
years.  He was 92 at that 
time and I wondered why 
the Church even bothered 
to ask the old gentleman to 

preach at that age. 
 
After a warm welcome, introduction of this 
speaker, and as the applause quieted down he 
rose from his high back chair and walked slowly, 
with great effort and a sliding gate to the po-
dium.  Without a note or written paper of any 
kind he placed both hands on the pulpit to 
steady himself and then quietly and slowly he 
began to speak.... 
 
'When I was asked to come here today and talk 
to you, your pastor asked me to tell you what 
was the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50 
odd years of preaching.  I thought about it for a 
few days and boiled it down to just one thing 
that made the most difference in my life and 
sustained me through all my trials. The one 
thing that I could always rely on when tears and 
heart break and pain and fear and sorrow para-
lyzed me. . .  The only thing that would comfort 
was this verse . . .  
 
 'Jesus loves me this I know. 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 Little ones to Him belong, 
 We are weak but He is strong..... 
 Yes, Jesus loves me... 
 The Bible tells me so.' 
 
When he finished, the church was quiet. You  
actually could hear his footsteps as he shuffled 
back to his chair. I don't believe I will ever for-
get it. 
 
 A pastor once stated, 'I always noticed that it 
was the adults who chose the children's hymn 
'Jesus Loves Me' (for the children of course) dur-
ing a hymn sing, and it was the adults who sang 
the loudest because I could see they knew it the 
best.' 

Source Unknown 

     One of the most well-known 
verses in the Bible is John 3:16, 
"For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life." 
NIV  
     Max Lucado breaks down the 

verse phrase by phrase, exploring the message 
behind this passage which bears, what he calls, 
"the numbers of hope." The message is simple 
yet profound: God loves; He gave; We believe; 
We live. The book also contains a 40-day Bible 
study on the life of Jesus. 

Youth nights at the church 
from 6-8 PM!  All youth 4th 
grade and up are invited to 
attend.  Activities to in-
clude:  volleyball, bonfires, 
Sony wii games, movies, 
bible studies and much more.  Youth nights will 
be every Sunday 6-8 PM.  Bring your friends 
and your ideas! 

Youth Nights 

 Special Youth  & Family Night 

October 12 

6—9 PM  

BBoonnffiirr
ee  

All youth, friends and family are invited to 
church on Sunday, October 12 for this special 
event.  Make S’mores!   



Pastor Dennis Mann 
Office 330.562.9660 
Home 330.562.2784 
hopelc@windstream.net 

 
Congregational President 
Andy Richer  
Email:  RichnerLaw@windstream.net 
Phone:  330.562.6841 
  
Prayer Chain Captain 

Debi Schuster 
Home 330.626.9163 

Hope Lutheran Church  
456 S. Chillicothe Rd. 
Aurora, OH  44202 

www.hopeaurora.org 

VOA:  Item of the Month:  Snack-size treats  
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October Birthdays 
 

   

   

9 AM Adult Sunday School 

10 AM Worship Service  

 Sunday School   

  
  

  

Friday Worship- 10 AM ~ Held at Hope East—Independence 

October Anniversaries  

Edgar Hartung 9 
Jacob Benjamin 17 
Eleanor Hart  23 
Dominic Schwed 25 

Jill & Doug Benjamin 7 
Judy & Dave Rediger 19 
Michelle & Mason Brown 24 




