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Area rugs add pattern, texture, color, and personality to any space, bringing your entire room design 

together. Lay down the wrong size, though, and you’ll likely see the opposite effect you hoped for. No 

matter how beautiful the décor and layout, using a rug that is too small or too large will leave the 

entire space feeling off and unpolished. 

 

Unfortunately, it is easy to misjudge the size of rug you need and choosing one that is too small is a 

common decorating mistake. Sizes are deceptive (6-foot by 9-foot sounds big until you get it into the 

living room) and retailers tend to stock more of the smaller sizes as they’re cheaper and easier to 

display leading you to believe they must be big enough.  And quality rugs are expensive, especially 

the largest sizes, so the smaller options seem like a “better value”.  

 

Buying an area rug doesn’t have to be a scary commitment or stressful decorating decision as long as 

you can keep a few tips in mind concerning the room you are decorating. This post will guide you 

through understanding what impacts the size of rug you need, how to measure for the right one, and 

the exact sizes and layouts to consider for every room of your home so that you can confidently pick 

the right size area rug for your home. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHY DOES RUG SIZE MATTER? 
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4 THINGS THAT IMPACT THE SIZE OF RUG YOU NEED 

STANDARD RUG SIZES 
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LAYERING RUGS 
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MEASURING FOR YOUR RUG 
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RUG SPECIFICS BY ROOM 
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