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Christmas: Sw that vé Christmas

Huynh Christian Timothy

"Céac nguoi bd di diéu rdn ctia Pic Chua Troi dé gitr I6i truyén khdu cua loai nguoi.”
(Mac 7:8a).

Dan nhap

Hang nam, vao thang 12, con dan Chuaa khap noi twng birng t chirc 1& Giang Sinh. Giang
Sinh 1a néi tat ctia "Chua Giang Sinh". Khi néi dén hai chir Giang Sinh thi moi nguwdi biét ngay
la n6i dén sy kién Con Mét ctia Pirc Chuaa Troi la Pire Chua Jesus Christ giang thé, chiu sinh
ra lam nguoi dé chét thay cho nhan loai t6i 16i. Nhe sy chét thay ctia Dang Christ ma Birc
Chua Tr&i tha t6i va lam cho sach t6i nhirng ai tin nhan sw chét thay cia Ngai. Nhd duoc tha
t6i, dwoc 1am cho sach t6i ma nguwoi tin nhan Chua dwoc ban cho quyén trd nén con cai cla
DPlrc Chua Troi, duwoc sw sdng doi doi, va dwoc hudng co nghiép ctia Birc Chua Troi (Gidng
1:12; 3:16; Khai Huyén 21:7). Y nghia cta su kién Chua Giang Sinh la nhw vay.

Tuy nhién, I& ky niém Mirng Chua Giang Sinh khéng dwoc Thanh Kinh day béo va ciing
khong dwgc HGi Thanh luc ban dau td chtre. Tham chi, nha Than hoc Origen vao nam 245 da
bai bac sw ky niém Mwrng Chua Giang Sinh. Ong cho rang Thanh Kinh chi d& cap dén sy an
mirng sinh nhat ctia nhivng ké& cé t6i, nhu: Pha-ra-6n va Hé-rét (Sang Thé Ky 40:20; Ma-thi-o
14:6). Theo Origen, thanh dd ctia Chua khéng nén &n mirng sinh nhat [1]. Du vay, dén dau
thé ky the tw, 18 mirng sinh nhat Than Mat Troi cla dan La-ma da xam nhap vao Gido Hoi
Coéng Gido, bién dang thanh Christmas va dwoc gidi thich [a L& Mirng Chua Giang Sinh.
Christmas da dem theo v&i n6 tat cd nhirng huyén thoai va nghi thirc té than cia ngoai gido
vao trong Hoi Thanh. Theo dong théi gian, cang ngay cang cé nhiéu huyén thoai va tap tuc
clia ngoai gido hdi nhap vao Christmas. Cho dén nay, Christmas dwong nhién dwoc cong
nhan la L& Ming Sinh Nhat Chaa va da tré thanh mét 1& 16n dwoc nhiéu gido phai trong cac
Gido Hoi Cong Gido, Chinh Théng, Cai Chanh, Tin Lanh, va ngay c& Phat Gido ciing td chirc.

That ra, danh tir Christmas hoan toan khéng lién quan gi dén sinh nhat ctia Chua va ngay 25
thang 12 cling khéng phai la ngay Chua dwoc sinh ra. Vay, ching ta hdy cung nhau tim hiéu
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sy that vé Christmas, v&i tAm long tim kiém chan ly dé ludn luén thd phwong Chua cla
chung ta "trong than tri va trong I that" (Giang 4:23-24).

Christmas va Merry Christmas

Thanh Kinh khéng hé ghi lai va cling khéng ai biét chinh xac sinh nhat cia Bic Chaa Jesus.
Dwa vao cac chi tiét trong Thanh Kinh va st liéu bén ngoai, cac nha nghién ctru Thanh Kinh
phéng doan Chua dwoc sinh ra vao dau mua thu (thang 9) trong khoang thdi gian ttr nam the
7 dén nam thr 4 TCN. Trong subt hon hai trd&m ndm diu Ho6i Thanh khéng hé biét dén L&
Mirng Chua Giang Sinh, lai cang khéng biét dén cai goi 1a Christmas! Vay thi, Christmas |a
gi? da tham nhap Hoi Thanh nhw thé nao? Hoi Thanh nén co thai dd nao ddi véi Christmas?

Dwa vao cac tai liéu vé thé gidi sir va lich st ctia H8i Thanh, chung ta biét dwoc cac sy kién
sau day:

® Ngay 25 thang 12 1a I& hodi dan La-ma mrng sinh nhat Than Mat Trdi, bao gébm Than
Mat Troi (Sol) clia dan La-ma&, Than Nui (Elah-Gabal) ctia dan A-si-ri, va Than Céng Ly
(Mithras) clia dan Ba-tw. Ngay I& hdi nay dwoc dan La-ma goi la L& Ming Sinh Nhat
Mat Troi Bat Khuét, (tiéng La-tinh: Natalis Solis Invicti - tiéng Anh: Birth of the
Unconquered Sun) [2].

® Vao ndm 274, Hoang Dé La-ma Aurelian qubc gido hoa tin ngwdng the Than Mat Troi
cta dan La-ma, xay dwng mot dén thé mat trdi vi dai tai kinh thanh La-ma3, va ra séc
lénh cho toan dé quédc ky niém sinh nhat ctia Than Mé&t Tréi vao ngay 25 thang 12 [3].

® Cung vao thoi khodng noéi trén, Hoi Thanh tai La-ma bién 1& ky niém sinh nhat cla
Than M&t Tréi thanh 1& ky niém sinh nhat ciia Birc Chla Jesus va goi do 1a "Lé Sinh
Nhat Dang Christ" (Natalis Christi) [4], [5]. M6t Co-d6éc nhan da viét dé bién luan nhuw
sau: "Chung ta gitb ngay nay lam thénh, khéng giéng nhw dén ngoai vi sw sinh ra cta
maét troi, nhung vi Pang dé tao dung ra né.” (We hold this day holy, not like the pagans
because of the birth of the sun, but because of him who made it) [6].

® V3o ndm 350, Gido Hoang Julius | chi thi Gido Hoi Cong Gido phai té chirc "Lé Sinh
Nhat Dang Christ" vao ngay 25 thang 12 hang nam [7].

® Vao nam 1038, khéng rd vi nguyén c& nao, "Lé& Sinh Nhat Dang Christ" bién thanh
Christmas trong Anh ngi¥ [8] va cho dén nay, da tr& thanh danh xwng quéc té, khdp noi
trén thé gidi goi ngay 25 thang 12 1a Christmas. Ngoai trtr mét sé nwéc Hoi Gido, cac

nuwéc khac trén thé gi¢i déu cong nhan Christmas la ngay 1& chinh thire ctia quéc gia.
Vi sao, Ié ky niém sinh nhat cda Chua ma khéng goi la "Christ's Birthday" lai goi la
Christmas? Christmas viét tat t "Christ's Mass". Chir "Mass" 1a danh tr nguwdi Céng Gido
dung goi sw giét chét mot nan nhan dé dang 1én Pic Chia Troi. Nhw vay, "Christmas” ¢c6
nghia la "Sy Dang Christ bi giét d& dang lén Birc Chua Troi". Trang 537 cla bd Bach Khoa
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T Pién Céng Gido (Catholic Encyclopedia) dinh nghia "Mass" nhw sau: "Trong luat phap
ctia Co-déc, su té I8 toi cao la Mass. Hanh déng the phuong toi cao nhét thiét bao gém sw
dang hién mot nan nhén 1én Bic Chua Troi, sw dang hién duoc thuc hién béi mét nguoi
xtng dang, nhw mét thay té 18, (va) sw hdy diét ctia nan nhan" [9]. Cac linh muc Céng Gio
ct hanh "Mass" méi ngay dé thé phwong Birc Chaa Troi. Khi ho clr hanh "Mass" 1a ho "hay
diét Dang Christ" dé dang |& 1&n Dirc Chua Trdi. Cho nén, ngudi Céng Gido tin rang sau khi
linh muc doc kinh thi banh va rwou nho [10] bién thanh thit va mau that cta Chuaa. Trong y
nghia do, cac linh muc Céng Gido "giét" Chua Jesus méi ngay trén ban thd, sau dé an thit
"that" va udng huyét "that" ctia Chaa, phan con dw lai thi dem khéa kin trong ta tho!

Trong thuc té, Blrc Chia Jesus chiu chét trén thap tw gia chir khéng phai chét trén ban tho:.
Than thé cha DPic Chua Jesus chinh 1a dén thd (Gidng 2:21-22) cho nén khdéng can c6 mét
ban th& nao dé cac linh muc Coéng Gido d&t than thé Ngai 1én. Khi nhirtng ngudi thoi xwa giét
chét Pirc Chua Jesus la ho da pha hiy Dén Tho cia Birc Chua Troi, la pham t6i ma ho
khéng biét! Birc Chua Jesus da ciu nguyén xin Blrc Chia Cha tha th&r cho ho (Lu-ca 23:34).
Nay, cac linh muc Céng Gido clr hanh "Mass" 14 tiép tuc giét Chua Jesus, 1a hiy pha Dén
The cta Birc Chua Trovi, 1a pham t6i mét cach co y thire, vi chinh tai liéu Than hoc ctia ho da
khdng dinh nhw vay! Thanh Kinh cho biét: Blrc Chla Jesus chju chét mét 1an la da ca, la
"xong!" nhw I&i Ngai tuyén phan trén thap tw gia ("Pa duoc hoan tat!" — Giang 19:30; Hé-bo-
ro 7:27), chir khdng phai chét di séng lai méi ngay qua cai goi la "Thanh L& Mass" ma van
khéng clru duwoc ai hét, vi tin d& Coéng Gido dwoc day rang sau khi chét ho van phai chiu khd
trong nguc luyén téi vi nhirng t6i 16i da gay ra trong doi!

Thap tw gia clia ngwoi Cong Giao mang hinh twong cia mét nguwdi bi dong dinh trén do vi
déi voi nguwdi Coéng Gido: BPirc Chua Jesus van phai chét mbi ngay trong céac 18 t& "Mass".
Thap tw gia cla ngwdi Cong Gido 1a hinh anh cla sw chét, cla su si nhuc, twong trwng cho
hinh phat khang khiép danh cho tir tdi. Thap tw gia d6 khong thé nao goi 1a "thanh gia". Dic
Chua Jesus da vi sy chét clia Ngai nhw |a sw gieo gibng va sw sbng lai cia Ngai nhw [a sw
hat gibng hoa thanh cay (Gidng 12:24). B&c Thanh Linh, qua S&r Bé Phao-16, cho ching ta
biét: "Puroc gieo ra trong sw nhuc nhung duoc sbng lai trong sw vinh" (I Co-rinh t6 15:43). Vi
thé, thap tw gia véi than hinh ciia mot tlr tdi bi déng dinh trén d6 14 hinh anh cda si nhuc.
Ngay nay, ngwdi Tin Lanh dung hinh dnh cla mét thap tw gia trbng khéng d& nhac nhé sw
kien Dang Christ da chét trén thap tw gia va da phuc sinh. Sy trdng khong trén thap tw gia
moi goi ching ta dem con nguoi cii ctia minh déng dinh 1&én d6 dé dwoc ddng chét va déong
sbng lai véi Dang Christ. D6 ciing chinh 1a y nghia I&i kéu goi ctia Birc Chua Jesus: "Néu ai
mubn dén, theo Ta, nguoi 4y hdy tir bé chinh minh, méi ngay vac thap tw giéd cia minh ma
theo Ta."” (Lu-ca 9:23).

Quan diém Than hoc cho rang: giét chét (hiy diét) mét nan nhan dé dang 18 Ién Pic Chaa
Troi [& mot quan diém hoan toan khéng cé trong Thanh Kinh. Ngwoc lai, day [a mot quan

diém cuta cac tin nguwéng ngoai gido. T thoi thwong cb cho dén thdi trung cd, suw kién giét
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nguoi té than, réi sau do an thit ngudi bi giét 1a tap quan cta hadu nhw moi séc dan trén thé
gioi. Trong thoi hién dai, tap quan nay van tdn tai trong cac bd tdc ban khai cia nhirng vung
rirng nhiét d&i & Phi Chau, Nam MY, va Borneo thudc A Chau.

Cau chuyén B&rc Chua Trdi bdo Ap-ra-ham dang I-sac lam cuda & thiéu chi 18 mot sw thir
thach dirc tin ctiia Ap-ra-ham, khéng phai 1a diéu kién hay nghi thirc the phwong Birc Chia
Troi. Khi BPire Chaa Jesus phan: "...trir khi cac nguoi &n thit ctia Con Nguoi va ubng méu cua
Ngai, cac nguoi chdng cé sw séng trong céc nguoi. Vi thit cta Ta la thirc &n that, mau cua Ta
la thire ubng that." (Giang 6:53, 55) l1a Chua dung cach néi biéu trung. Chung ta biét dwoc
nhw vay vi Chua so sanh Ngai véi banh mana tir troi va trong bira tiéc chuén bi L& Vuot
Qua, Ngai da vi than Ngai v&i banh khéng men va huyét Ngai véi nwéc nho. Didu dé ciing
giébng nhw khi ngudi st quan tham muu chi vao sa ban dé thuyét trinh. Khi anh ta vira chi vao
sa ban vira noi: Day la con séng ching ta phai vwot qua, day la ngon ddi ching ta sé dong
quan, va day 1a dén giac chang ta phai chiém l4y... thi khédng cé nghia tat c& nhirng biéu
trwng trén sa ban tré thanh séng that, déi that, va dén giac that. Pirc Chua Jesus thuwdng
dung 16i néi biéu trwng dé gidng day: Ta la gbc nho, cac nguwoi la nhanh. Ta la dwdng di. Ta 1a
clra cla chién. Ta la banh... Chic chan, Chaa khéng bao gid bién thanh gbc nho, thanh con
dwong, hodc thanh canh ctra. Cling vay, banh va nwéc nho khéng bao gid bién thanh thit that
va huyét that ciia Chua. Sau khi Birc Chla Jesus cdm chén nuwéc nho trao cho cac s&v do va
phan: "Hét thdy cac nguoi hdy ubng dil Vi day la méu cda Ta..." (Ma-thi-o 26:27-28), thi Ngai
lai phan tiép: "Ta phan véi cac nguoi, ter nay vé sau, Ta khéng udng tur tréi nho nay niva, cho
dén ngay ma Ta sé udng trai nho méi cung cac nguoi & trong vurong quéc clia Cha Ta." (Ma-
thi-o 26:29). Diéu d6 chirng té nwéc nho van la nuwéc nho; va néu nwéc nho van 1a nwéc nho
thi banh van Ia banh.

Sw sbng vat ly clia chung ta dwoc bao tén bdi thirc &n va thirc udng. Ching ta phai tiép nhan
thirc &n va thire udng vao trong than thé ctia ching ta qua dong tac &n va udng céac thirc an
thirc ubng vat chat. Sy sbng thudc linh clia chung ta da méat di vi sy pham t6i, nay can duoc
phuc sinh va bdo tén b&i sw tiép nhan quyén nang cru réi va sy sbng doi doi cla Birc Chua
Troi. Cho nén, chung ta cling can phai co thirc &n va thire udng thudc linh. Thire &n thudc linh
clia chung ta la than thé ctia Chua va thire udng thudc linh ctia chang ta la huyét ctiia Chua.

Than thé cta Chua d3 bj tan v& vi phai ganh thay hinh phat toi 16i cho chiing ta. Muén dwoc
tha thi tdi, chung ta phai tiép nhan sy chét thay ctia Chua. Hinh anh an lay than thé Chuaa
biéu trwng cho s tiép nhan sy chét thay cla Chua dé dwoc tha toi va lam cho sach t6i. Hinh
anh ubng lay huyét ctia Chua biéu trwng cho s tiép nhan sy sbéng doi doi qua 16 hiva cla
DPlrc Chaa Troi, vi trong huyét co sy sbng (Lé-vi Ky 17:14; Phuc Truyén Luat L& Ky 12:23).
Chung ta khéng bao gi® an thit that va udng huyét that cia Chua. Ching ta ciing khéng bao
gi® budc di trén Dlrc Chua Jesus vi Ngai da bién thanh con dwéng, hodc di xuyén qua Ngai
vi Ngai d3 bién thanh canh ctral!
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Danh tlr "Mass" va & té "Mass" (dwoc phién am tir tiéng La-tinh "Missa" thanh "Mi-sa" trong
tiéng Viét), hoan toan bi pht nhan b&i cac Gido Hoi Cai Chanh va Tin Lanh, nhw: Lutherans,
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, v.v. vi nhirng ngudi Cai Chanh va Tin Lanh chi lam nghi
thre goi la Tiéc Thanh dé nhé dén Chua, theo nhw 16 phan day ctia Ngai (Lu-ca 22:19; | Co-
rinh-t6 11:24-25). D6i véi ngwdi Cai Chanh va Tin Lanh: Banh van |a banh, nwéc nho van la
nwéc nho, 1a biéu twong cho than thé va huyét ctia Chua, 1a goi cho con dan Chua nhé dén
Ngai [11]. Nh& dén Chua 1a nhé dén sy chét dau thwong clia Chuaa vi t6i 16i ciia nhan loai dé
ghé so t6i 16i cung hau qua cta né ma hét long &n nan tlr bd tdi. Nn& dén Chua la nhé dén
giao wéc méi Chua da dung chinh huyét ctia Ngai dé thiét 1ap véi nhan loai cho dén doi doi.
Giao wéc moi do6 1a: "Vi Burc Chua Troi da yéu thé gian dén nbi Ngai da ban Con Mot cla
Ngai, dé ai tin noi Péng &y sé khéng bi hwr mét nhung duoc sw séng vinh ciru.” (Gidng 3:16).
Chung ta c6 thé chi vao mét tAm hinh va gidi thiéu véi khach rang: "Pay la hinh cha cla toi.
M®i khi nhin vao tAm hinh nay thi téi lai nhé dén cha cda téi!" Tuy nhién, ching ta khéng bao
gi&> ddng héa tAm hinh dé véi cha minh ma tén kinh va phuc vu né nhw phai cé déi véi cha
minh. Cha cla chung ta ciing khéng hién dién trong tAm hinh vé tri vé giac dé.

Thé nhwng, méi nam, c&» dén Mua Giang Sinh thi ngudi Cai Chanh va Tin Lanh lai cing véi
ngudi Cong Gido, va ngudi ngoai gido "phan kh&i" chic nhau: "Merry Christmas!" nghia 1a
chdc nhau: "Mirng Sy Chét ciia Dang Christ!" Dang Christ da chét mét cai chét vo cung dau
dén va thi nhuc thay cho toan thé nhan loai. D6 1a mét sy kién dau budn nhét trong lich st
cta ca vi tru. Khéng c6 sw vui mirng nao trong s chét ctia Bang Christ. Hay hinh dung lai
canh Chua Jesus khan thiét cau nguyén trong vwdn Ghét-sé-ma-né dén ndi md hdi nhd
xudng nhw nhirng giot mau 1&n. Hay nhé lai I&i tdm tinh cla Chua: "Linh hén Ta buén buc
cho dén chét!" Hay thir dat minh vao tam trang ctia Chua Jesus khi Ngai théng thiét kéu trén
thap tw gia: "Pdrc Chua Troi cuda téi oi! Bire Chua Troi cua téi oi! Sao Ngai lia bé té6i?" Thanh
Kinh khéng bao gi& day chung ta: "Hay vui mirng vé sw Dang Christ bj giét", Thanh Kinh cho
biét sw kién Chua bj déng dinh la "céng khai si nhuc Ngai" (Hé-bo-ro 6:6). Vi vay, lam sao
chung ta cé thé "Merry Christmas", vui mirng vé sw Dang Christ bj giét? Vui mirng vi Ngai bi
lam cho si nhuc céng khai?

Két luan

"Christmas" c6 nghia 1a "Sw Dang Christ bj giét d& té than", 1a mot danh t phan anh mot
quan diém Than hoc sai Iam cla Gido Ho6i Cong Gido, lai dwoc dung dé dat tén cho 18 ky
niém Chua giang sinh thi lai cang sai 1am hon. "Merry Christmas" ¢6 nghia 1a "Vui mirng vé
s DAang Christ bj si nhuc, bj giét!" Chi c6 nhirng ngudi Pha-ri-si va cac nha théng gido thoi
xwa ma&i hé ha néi véi nhau: "Merry Christmas!" sau khi thanh céng trong viéc ép Phi-lat giét
Chua. Xwa nay, chung ta pham thwong khi hén hé chic nhau: "Merry Christmas!" ma khong
biét. Nay chung ta da biét. Vay, hay cung nhau xwng t6i véi Chua va dep bd sw pham thwong
nay. Hay bo di nhirng bai thanh ca co6 chir "Christmas" va "Merry Christmas".
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Vi khéng ai biét Chua dwoc sinh ra vao ngay nao; vi Thanh Kinh khéng day ching ta té chirc
L& Mirng Chua Giang Sinh; va trén hét, vi L& Mirng Chua Giang Sinh da hoan toan bién
thanh L& Mirng Chua Chét cho nén con dan Chua khdng nén tb chirc va cling khéng nén
tham duw.

Nguyén Chua ban cho chung ta long khao khat dwgc thanh hdéa va nang lyc giup chuang ta
thanh hoéa ban than cung Héi Thanh ctia Chua, dé ching ta cé thé thé phwong Chua trong
than tri va trong 18 that!

Huynh Christian Timothy

16/12/2007

Stra Chira Lan Th Nhat: 19/01/2010
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Thanh Kinh Viét Ngivr Ban Hiéu Dinh 2012: Cac cau Thanh Kinh dwoc trich dan trong bai
nay la theo Thanh Kinh Viét Ngir Ban Hiéu Dinh 2012. Day la ban Thanh Kinh Viét Ng trén
mang, dang trong tién trinh hiéu dinh dé hoan thanh Thanh Kinh Viét Ngtr Ban Dich Ngbi L.
Quy con dan Chua c6 thé doc tai day: https://thewordtoyou.net/bible/.

@ Cac chi® nam trong hai dau { } khéng cé trong nguyén van ctia Thanh Kinh, nhung
dwoc ham y theo cAu trac cha van pham tiéng Hé-bo-ro va tiéng Hy-lap.

@ Cac chi® nam trong hai dau [ ] khéng c6 trong nguyén van ctia Thanh Kinh, dé 1a chu
thich ctia nguwi dich.

Nhirng sach nao da dwgc hiéu dinh hoan toan sé dwgc dang tai day:
https://christ.thanhkinhvietngu.net/
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