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Cé phai Christmas that s ky niém sinh nhat cda Bdc Chua Jesus? Cé phai Ngai da duoc
sinh ra vao ngay 25 thang Mwoi Hai? Phao-16, cac s& d6, va Hoi Thanh ban dau clia Tan
Uédc cé ky niém Christmas hay khdng? Ban cé biét Thanh Kinh néi gi vé cay Christmas
khong?

Hay dirng lai va suy nghi! Rat it ngudi biét tai sao chang ta 1am nhirng diéu ma ching ta lam
ho&c cac théi tuc clia ching ta dén tlr dau! Ching ta I&n Ién, thwe hanh chadng, dwong nhién
tiép nhan chang, nhwng khéng bao gie héi tai sao!

Mot Lé Hoi cua Ngoai Giao Khéng Phai ciia Co-déc Nhan

Chung ta cho rang Christmas 1a ngay I& chinh cla cac |& hoi Co-dbc. Chung ta khéng hé
thdc méc khi chang ta gia dinh sw gitr n6 phai 1a mét trong cac gido ly chinh va cac mang
lénh cta Tan Uéc. Chang ta cho rdng Birc Chua Jesus da dwoc sinh ra vao ngay 25 thang
Muwdi Hai, va rang, Tan U'éc da biét riéng ngay nay nhw la ngay |1& chinh cla Co-déc nhan.
Chung ta cho rang, ching ta trao dbi qua b&i vi cac nha théng thai da tang qua cho hai nhi
Christ.

Nhwng, dirng cho rang ni¥ra, ma hay nhin vao lich st va Thanh Kinh dé tim hiéu cac dir kién!

Chir “Christmas” cé nghia 1a “Mass of Christ” (c6 nghia la |& tai di&én sw chét ctia Pang Christ)
hay 13, vé sau dwoc rut ngan thanh, “Christ-Mass”. Chir d6 dén v&i ching ta véi y nghia la
mot I& té (mass) clia Cong Gido La-ma. T dau ma ho c6 chir d6? Twr sw ky niém ngay 25
thang Mw&i Hai nhw ngay sinh ciia mat troi, tic than mat troi, béi dan ngoai Pao. That ra,
né |a nghi thire ¢b thed phwong than Ba-anh clia ngoai gido, ma Thanh Kinh [&n an la sy dang
gém ghiéc nhét trong tat ca cac s tho lay than twong.

L& 4y khong hé dwoc ndi dén chut ndo trong Tan U'dc. Lé dy khong hé duoc gitr bdi Phao-16,
cac st do hay HOi Thanh chan that luc ban dau.

Y twdng cho rang Birc Chua Jesus dwoc sinh ra vao ngay 25 thang Mwdi Hai, [a mét trong
cac chuyén nhdm nhi ma S B Phao-16 d3 tién tri rang sé Iira gat thé gian trong nhirng ngay
cubi cung nay (Il Ti-mé-thé 4:4).
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L& that r6 rang |a, Christmas khéng phai 1a sinh nhat ctia Christ! Va I& héi nay, du dwoc xem
la quan trong déi v&i nhiéu ngwdi, nhung né khéng thudc vé Co-déc nhan, nhung thudc vé
ngoai gido — bat ngudn tlr Ba-bi-16n! Nhwng diéu d6 cé gay ra sw khac biét gi khdng? Co thé
nao ching ta c than nhién ma ky niém n6? Khéng phai tinh than cta Christmas la diéu tot
lanh va dep d8&, bat k& 14 n6 da dwoc bt dau nhw thé nao hay sao? Ching ta sé xem xét
diéu nay!

D¢ Chua Jesus Khéng Dwoc Sinh Ra vao Ngay 25 Thang Mwi Hai

Bay gi¢, chung ta hay nhin vao cac chirng c¢& dang chu y! Bic Chua Jesus dugc sinh ra khi
nao?

DPlrc Chua Jesus khéng hé dwoc sinh ra trong mua déng. Khi hai nhi Christ dwoc sinh ra “cé
may ngudi chdn chién tri ngoai déng, ban dém canh gilr by chién cta ho” (Lu-ca 2:8). Diéu
nay khéng bao gi® cé thé xay ra tai x&» Pa-lét-tin (Palestine) trong thang Mwoi Hai. Nhivng
nguwoi chan luén dem cac bay cla ho tir cac trién nui va cac dbéng cd vé va cho vao chudng
khéng tré hon ngay 15 thang Muwdi, dé bao vé ching khdi mua mwa lanh sé theo sau ngay
doé. Hay dé y Ia chinh Thanh Kinh chirng minh trong Nha Ca 2:11 va E-xo-ra 10:9, 13 rang,
mua déng la mua muwa khién cho nhirng ké chan khéng thé & ngoai ddng tréng vao ban dém.

Séach Giai Kinh ctia Adam Clark, cuén 5, chwong 386 (va 370), cho biét: “Theo phong tuc ¢
truyén ctia ngudi Do-thai thdi dy, ho dwa chién ra ddng va hoang mac vao khodng L& Vuwot
Qua (dau mua xuan), va mang ching vé lai nha vao luc bat ddu con mwa dau mua.”

Téac gia noi tiép: “trong subt thdi gian ching & bén ngoai, nhirng ngwdi chén canh gir ching
ngay dém. Khi... con mwa dau mua bat dadu vao diu thang Marchesvan, la thang twong
dwong vé&i thang Mudi va thang Mudi Mot clia chang ta [bat dau vao gitra thang Muoi),
chuing ta thay rang, nhirng con chién dwoc gitr ngoai tréi & mién qué trong subt mua he. Va,
b&i vi nhirtng ngwdi chan chién nay chwa dem bay cla ho vé lai nha, ching ta c6 thé Iy luan
cach gia dinh rang, thang Muoi chwa bat dau, va nhw vay, dan dén viéc Chla cua chung ta
khéng duwgc sinh ra vao ngay 25 thang Mwoi Hai, la lic ma khéng cé bay chién nao con &
ngoai dong. Ngai cling khdng thé dwoc sinh ra sau thang Chin, 1a thang ma cac bay chién
van con & ngoai dong vao lic ban dé&m. Trén chinh nén tang nay, cau chuyén Chua giang
sinh vao thang Muoi Hai can phai duwoc loai bd. Sw cho cac bay chién an vao ban dém trén
cac déng cd la mét div kién lich stv...”

B4t clr mot bd bach khoa tir dién nao hay mét thAm quyén nao khac, sé néi cho ban biét rang
DPéang Christ khong duwoc sinh vao ngay 25 thang Mudi Hai. Bd Céng Gido Bach Khoa Tw
Dién néi rd sw kién nay.

Sinh nhat chinh xac cla Blrc Chua Jesus la diéu hoan toan khéng biét dworc nhw cac nha
c6 thAm quyén da xac nhan — Tuy nhién, néu tdi cé di chd trong cudn sach nhd nay, t6i co
thé chi cho ban nhitng cau Thanh Kinh it nhat cho thdy cach manh mé rang, né phai vao dau
mua thu — c6 thé 1a thang Chin — khoang chirng sau thang sau Lé Vwot Qua.
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Néu Pic Chua Troi mudn chung ta gitv va ky niém sinh nhat ctia Dang Christ thi Ngai da
khéng dau di ngay chinh xac Ay.

Cac Bo Bach Khoa Tir Dién Néi Gi?

Khéng hé c6 mét chir ndo trong Tan Uéc hoac trong bat c&» noi nao ctia Thanh Kinh bao
chang ta phai ky niém Christmas. Cac Co-dbc nhan trong thé ky thir nhat, dwéi sw gidng day
than cdm cla Phi-e-ro va Phao-16 cung cac s do khac, khong hé ky niém nd. That la lung,
khéng hé c6 thdm quyén Thanh Kinh nao cho sw gitr né.

Thé thi, tv dau ma chdng ta cé “Christmas”? Vi né dén véi ching ta qua Gido Héi Céng Gido
La-ma va khoéng b&i thdAm quyén nao ngoai thdm quyén cltia Gido Hoi Cong Gido La-ma,
chang ta hay xem xét bdé Céng Gido Bach Khoa Tir Dién, phat hanh béi gido hdi. Dwdi twa dé
“Christmas”, ban sé tim thay:

“Christmas khoéng thudc vé céac |& hoi dau tién ctia Hoi Thanh... Chirng c& dau tién vé 1& hoi
nay 1a tir Ai-cap... Cac théi tuc ngoai gido tap trung vao ngay dau thang Giéng don lai thanh
Christmas”. VVa, khi doc thém, ching ta sé tim thay 1&i xac nhan nay: “... trong Thanh Kinh, chi
c6 cac t6i nhan, chir khéng phai cac thanh dé, ky niém sinh nhat ctia ho.”

B& Britannica Bach Khoa T Dién chép: “Christmas (trc 1a: the Mass of Christ). Christmas
khéng thudc vé cac 18 hoi dau tién cha Hoi Thanh...” N6 khéng dwoc thiét 1ap bdi Dang Christ
hay cac sir dd hay b&i thdm quyén ctia Thanh Kinh — N6 dwoc thu nhan sau nay tir sy thd
phwong cua ngoai giao.

B& Americana Bach Khoa T Dién chép: “Christmas. Theo nhiéu thdm quyén, né khéng hé
duwoc ky niém trong cac thé ky dau ctia Hoi Thanh Co-dbc, bdi vi, théi quen chung cutia cac
Co-ddc nhan 13 ky niém sw chét ctiia nhivng ngudi dang nhé hon 1a ky niém sy sinh ra cta
ho...” (“Tiéc Thanh” 1a 1&8 dwoc thiét 1ap bdi thdm quyén cta Thanh Kinh, la sw nhé dén sy
chét clia Dang Christ.”)... mot 1& hdi da dwoc thiét 1ap vao thé ky thé tw dé& ghi nhé sw kién
nay [sw sinh ra clia Pang Christ]. Vao thé ky thir ndm, Gido Héi Tay Phwong ra 18nh né phai
duwoc ky niém doi doi vao ngay |& cii ciia dan La-ma mirng sinh nhat thAn mat troi, vi khong
ai biét chéc sinh nhat ctia Pang Christ nham ngay nao.

Bang Cach Nao Théi Tuc Ngoai Giao Nay Pa Vao Trong Hoi Thanh?

Hay lwu y rang, nhitng thAm quyén duwoc xac nhan nay da cho thy Christmas khéng hé
dwoc cac Co-dde nhan gilr trong hai hay ba tram nam dau — do la mét thdi gian 1au dai hon
cd toan chiéu dai lich st lap qudc ctia Hoa Ky. N6 tham nhap vao Gido Hoéi Tay Phwong, con
goi la Gido Hoi La-ma, vao thé ky thir tw. Mai dén thé ky thir nam thi Gido Hoi La-ma md&ira
lénh cho né dwoc ky niém nhw mét 1& hoi chinh thirc ctia Co-dbe nhan!

Thé thi, théi tuc nay clia dan ngoai da len vao cai goi la Co-déc Gido nhu thé nao?

Bo Schaff-Herzog Bach Khoa Tw Dién gidi thich cach ré rang trong tiét muc vé “Christmas”:
“Ngay cula |& hoi tuy thudc vao ngay Brumalia clia ngoai gido (25 thang Mwdi Hai) theo sau
ngay Saturnalia (17-24 thang Mwoi Hai) va sw ky niém ngay ngan nhét trong nam cung voi
'mat tréi méi' nhw thé nao... khéng thé xac dinh. Céac 1& hoi Saturnalia va Brumalia ctia ngoai
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gido da qua chim sau trong cac théi tuc phé thong d& ma coé thé bj dep bd béi sw anh hwdng
clia Co-dbc nhan... L& hoi clia ngoai gido cung v&i sw ndo loan va vui choi cla né da qua
phd théng dén ndi cac Co-dbc nhan vui ma vién cd dé tiép tuc sw ky niém noé véi mot chut
thay ddi trong tinh than va hinh thirc. Cac nha truyén giang Co-déc ctia Phwong Tay va Can
DPéng phan ddi, chdng lai sy phu phiém khéng chinh dang ma sinh nhat ctia Dang Christ d3
dwoc Ky niém véi, trong khi o, cac Co-ddc nhan & Mé-sbd-bd-ta-mi thi 1én an anh em clia ho
& Phwong Tay vé toi the lay than twong va mat troi, vi la Co-dbéc nhan ma da tiép nhan 1& hoi
nay cua ngoai giao.”

Hay nhé rang, thé gidi La-ma thudc vé ngoai gido. Trwdc thé ky thir tw, Co-ddc nhan chi la
sb it, du c6 gia tdng, va bi bach hai b&i chinh quyén va nhirtng ngudi ngoai gido. Nhuwng, khi
Constantine tré thanh hoang dé, xwng minh theo Co-dbc Gido, vao thé ky thir tw, dat Co-dbc
Gido ngang hang v&i ngoai gido, hang tram ngan dan ching trong thé gi¢i La-ma bét dau tiép
nhan Co-dbc Gido dang thinh hanh.

Nhwng cling hay nhé rang, nhirtng ngudi nay da Ién 1én trong cac théi tuc ngoai gido, ma
dirng dau 13 1& hoi the lay than twong vao ngay 25 thang Mwdi Hai. D6 1a mot 1€ hoi vui choi
véi tinh than dac biét ctia né. Ho vui hwéng né! Ho khéng mudn bd né! Ciing trong cling
mot cha d&, bd Schaff-Herzog Bach Khoa Tir Dién giai thich rang: Cha Nhat, vén |a ngay dan
ngoai gido thd lay mét trvi, da dwoc Constantine cong nhan nhw thé nao, va sy anh hwéng
clia Manichaeism ngoai gido khién cho Con cta P&c Chua Trdi da bi déng hoéa véi chinh
mét trei vat chat nhw thé nao, khién cho nhirng dan ngoai gido cla thé ky thir tw, cung gia
nhap tap thé vao Co-dbc Gido, c6 dwoc ly do dé goi ngay I hdi ngoai gido cia ho 25 thang
Muwo&i Hai (sinh nhat ctia thAn mat trevi) 1a sinh nhat ctia Con Birc Chua Troi.

Va do la cach thirc ma “Christmas” da di vao trong céi goi la Co-dbc Gido cla chung tal
Chung ta cé thé goi né bang mét tén khac, nhung né van 13 18 hdi cii ctia ngoai gido the lay
mat troi! Diéu duy nhat thay doi 1a cach ma chung ta goi né. Ban co thé goi mét con thd Ia
mét con “sw t&¥”, nhwng nd van 1a con thé, y nguyén.

M6t 1an niva, tlr bd Britannica Bach Khoa T Dién: “Co 18 nhixng ngudi La-tinh, vao khoang
nam 354, da chuyén sinh nhat 6 thang Giéng sang 25 thang Mwdi Hai, luc Ay la 1& hoi
Mithraic... hay sinh nhat cia mét tr&i bat khuét... Dan Syrians va Armenians, nhirng nguoi
bam vao ngay 6 thang Giéng, 1én an dan La-ma vé t6i th mat tréi va the lay than twong,
cho rang, 1& hoi 25 thang Mwoi Hai do cac mén db cla Cerinthus lap ra...”

Nguon Géc That cua Christmas

Nhwng néu ching ta nhan Christmas tir Céng Gido La-m4, va ho nhan né tlr ngoai gido, thi
ngoai gido nhan noé tir dau? O dau, khi ndo, va cai gi 1a nguén gbc that cia n6?

N6 la thoi tuc dirng dau ctia mot hé théng hi bai dwdi tén Ba-bi-16n, bj [&n an trong subt cac
|&i tién tri va cac gido ly cta Thanh Kinh. N6 bat diu va cé ngudn gbc tr Ba-bi-lén nguyén
thay cla Nim-rét thdi cb. Vang, né phat sinh tr gbc ré clia k& xuét hién khéng bao lau sau
Con Nuwdce Lut.
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Nim-rét la chau ctia Cham, Cham 1a con cta N&-&. Nim-rét 1a ngwoi that sy xay dung hé
thdng Ba-bi-I6n nam bat ca thé gian ké tir thdi bay gid — mot hé théng ganh dua c6 td chirc —
cla cac chinh quyén va dé québc do loai nguoi cai tri, dwa trén hé thdng kinh té canh tranh va
tha loi. Nim-rét xay dwng thap Ba-bén, la Ba-bi-Idn nguyén thiy, cd thanh Ni-ni-ve, va nhiéu
thanh phé khac. Ong tb chirc vwong qudc dau tién cuta thé gidi. Tén Nim-rét trong tiéng Heé-
bo-ro ra tir chir “Marad” va cé nghia la “ké phan nghich” (Sang Thé Ky 10:6, 8-12).

T cac ban thdo xa xwa, cé nhiéu diém gitp cho ching ta biét vé Nim-rét, ngudi khdi dau
mot té chirc cla thé gian, bdi bac Thién Chua va thdng tri thé gi¢i cho t¢i ngay nay. Nim-rét
rat la gian ac, 6ng ta da két hon véi chinh me minh, ba tén 1a Semiramis. Sau cai chét bat ky
ctia Nim-rét, thi Semiramis, ngudi dwoc goi la vo-va-me ctia Nim-rdt rao truyén ta gido vé sy
Nim-rét van con sdng nhw 1a mét than linh. Ba ta xwng rang, mot cay thédng da nay sinh ra to
mot gbc cay chét, qua mot dém, da trd thanh cao 16n, tiéu biéu cho sw nay sinh tlr sy chét
vao trong mot doi sébng méi cta Nim-rét. Ba xwng rang, hang nam, vao sinh nhat cia Nim-
rét, dng sé viéng thdm cay théng va lwu cac moén qua lai trén cay. Ngay 25 thang Muoi Hai la
sinh nhat cia Nim-rét. Day la ngudn gbc that ctia cay Christmas (con goi la cay Né-en).

Qua muu ké va sép xép ciia minh, Semiramis d tré thanh “N& Vwong Trén Troi” ctia Ba-bi-
16n, va Nim-rét, dwdi nhiéu tén khac nhau, da trd thanh “con thanh cta Troi”. Trai qua nhiéu
thé hé, trong suw th® lay ta than nay, Nim-rbt ciing tr& thanh BDang Mé-si-a gia, con cla than
mat tri Ba-anh. Trong hé théng Ba-bi-16n gid dbi nay, “Me va Con” (Semiramis va Nim-rét
dwoc phuc sinh), tré thanh dbi twong duoc the phwong. Su the phuong “Me va Con” nay lan
truyén khap thé gian. Tén goi ctia né ddi khac theo tirng ngdn ngir & méi qudc gia. Tai Ai-cap,
né 1a “Iris va Osiris”. Tai A Chau, né 1a “Cybele va Deoius”. Tai ngoai gido La-ma, né 1a
“Fortuna va Jupiterpuer”. Ngay ca tai Hy-lap, Trung Quéc (“Quan Am va Na-tra”), Nhat Ban,
va Tibet, cac hinh thirc twong tw Madonna (ba Ma-ri) cling dwoc tim thay tw 1au doi, trwdc khi
Péng Christ giang sinh.

Nhuw vay, trong thé ky thir tw va thir nam, khi hang trdm ngan dan ngoai gido cla thé gisi La-
ma bat dau “tiép nhan” mét Co-déc Gido méi duwoc thinh hanh, thi ho da mang theo cac thoi
tuc va niém tin ngoai gido ¢l cia ho, ma chi can khoac cho né nhirng cai tén co tinh Co-
déc. Céac y twdng “Madonna” va “Me va Hai Nhi” cling tré nén thinh hanh, dic biét 1a vao thoi
diém Christmas. M&i mua Christmas ban sé nghe hat va tung hang chuc 1an bai thanh ca
“Dém Yén Lang, Dém Thanh” v&i chd d& quen thudc “Me va Hai Nhi”. Chung ta, nhirtng ngu i
duwoc sinh ra trong thé gi¢i Ba-bi-I6n nhw vay, dwoc nudi duwéng va nhang chim trong nhirng
diéu nay subt ca doi sbng cla ching ta, dwoc day rang phai tén nhirng diéu Ay la thanh va
xem chuing 14 thiéng liéng. Chang ta khéng bao gi® thdc méc dé tim hiéu xem chung dén tw
dau — Cé phai ching dén tir Thanh Kinh hay ching dén tir sw the lay than twong caa
ngoai giao?

Chung ta bi strng s6t khi hoc biét dwoc 18 that — budn thay, mét sé nguei chéng nghich lai 1é
that ré rang! Nhung Thién Chua truyén cho cac t6i t& trung tin cla Ngai, “Hay kéu to Ién,
dung dot; hdy cét tiéng 1én nhuw céi loa; rao bao téi 16i dan ta cho né...” (E-sai 58:1). Du
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nhirng di¥ kién nay gay strng st nhwng ching la nhivng div kién rd rang cla lich st va Thanh
Kinh.

Ngudn gbc that clia Christmas di nguwoc vé Ba-bi-lén thdi cb. N6 dwoc goi gon trong cai td
chirc bdi Pao ma Sa-tan da dung dé kiém ché thé gian bi ltva dbi trong subt bao nhiéu thé ky
qua. Tai Ai-cap, ngwdi ta van ludn tin rang con cua Iris (Tén trong tiéng Ai-cap cha “Niv
Vwong Trén Tr&i”) dwgce sinh ra vao ngay 25 thang Mwoi Hai. Dan ngoai giao ky niém sinh
nhat danh tiéng nay trong hau hét thé giéi biét dwoc subt hang nhiéu thé ky trwdc khi Dang
Christ giang sinh.

Ngay 25 thang Mwdi Hai khéng phai la sinh nhat ctia Birc Chua Jesus, Dang Christ that! Cac
s d6 va Hoi Thanh ban dau khéng hé ky niém sinh nhat ctia Bang Christ bao gi®. Khéng ¢
moét mang Iénh hay chi thi nao trong Thanh Kinh bao phai ky niém né — ngwoc lai, tin hay
khong thi s ky niém sinh nhat la cia nhirng ngudi khdng tin Chua, khéng phai la phong tuc
ctia Co-dbc nhan.

Khéng mét chd nao trong Thanh Kinh day ching ta thd phwong “Me va Hai Nhi”. Cac str d6
va cac Co-dbc nhan chan that budi ban dau khéng hé 1am diéu d6. Thanh Kinh cho thay, mot
thién sir bao véi Ma-ri: “H&i nguwoi duoc on! Chiaa ¢ cung nguoi. Nguoi dwoc phudc trong
cac nguoi ni.” E-li-sa-bét ndi véi Ma-ri: “Nguroi cé phuée trong nhiing ngudi ni¥! Phuéc thay
béng trai cta long nguoi!”, va Ma-ri dap |&i: “Nay, tir nay vé sau, moi dong déi sé xung téi 1a
co phuoce.” (Lu-ca 1:28, 42, 48).

Ma-ri dwoc Thién Chua ban phwéc nhiéu va diéu nay dwoc cong nhan bdi moi thé hé ké tu
ngay 4y — nhwng diéu nay khéng cé nghia la ba phai dwoc thdn héa, dwoc thd phwong,
dwoc lam cho thanh mét than linh khi ba chi Ia mét con nguwoi. Sy thd phwong ba Ma-ri mét
cach rong khép nhw 1a “Me Thién Chua”, gido ly day rang ba Ma-ri 1a vd nhiém nguyén toi,
xem ba nhw mét Dang Trung Bao gitra loai nguwdi va Birc Chaa Trdi chinh 1a sy tiép dién cla
sy thd lay than twong tlr nguoi Ba-bi-ldn thoi cd, bat dau bdi sw lwdng gat xdo tra cla
Semiramis, vo clia Nim-rét! N6 dwoc rang buéc chéng chit v&i y twédng “Christmas”.

AN

Nhw vay, sw thd lay than twong thei cd “Huyén Nhiém cta Ngudi Canh-dé&” dwoc thanh lap
b&i vo ciia Nim-rét, dwoc lwu truyén qua cac tin nguéng ngoai gido vao trong Gido Hoi Cong
Gido dwéi nhivng cai tén méi mang tinh Co-dbc, va tir do, vao trong cac gido phai Tin Lanh,
roi dén vai tat ca ching ta ngay nay.

Nguén Géc ctiia Vong La Thanh (Holly Wreath),
Cay Chum Guwi (Mistletoe), va Khtc Cui (Yule Log)

T dau ma chang ta cé théi tuc lam vong cay chum gtri (mistletoe) nay? Trong thé giéi cla
cac dan ngoai gido thoi ¢b thi cay chum glri dworc dung trong ngay |1& hoi déng chi, béi vi, né
dwoc xem 13 thiéng liéng déi véi mat trei, dwoc cho la co nang lwc chiva lanh cach la lung.
Thoi tuc hén nhau dwéi cay chum givi clia ngoai gido la buwédc khéi dau cho mot dém vui choi
va say swa dam dat — ky niém sw chét ciia “mat troi cli” va sw sinh ra clia mét tréi méi vao
ngay déng chi (ngay ngan nhét trong nam). Cay chum gtvi, thiéng liéng trong cac 1& hdi ngoai
gido, la mét loai ky sinh (&n bam, sdng bam)!
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Nhirng trai dau thanh cling dwgc xem la thiéng liéng dbi v&i than mat troi. Khic cdi “Yule”
that ra, chinh la “khuc cui mat troi”. “Yule” cé nghia la “vong khung”, mét biéu twong cua
ngoai gido danh cho mat tréi. Thé nhwng, nhirng ngwdi xwng minh la Co-déc nhan ngay nay
lai n6i dén “Mua Yule thiéng liéng!”

Ngay ca viéc dbt Itra va thap nén nhw 1a mét nghi thirc clia Co-déc Gido ciing chi [a mét sw
ké tuc cla thoi tuc ngoai gido dé khich 1& thAn mat troi xé tan khi né xubng dén diém thap
nhat trén vung trdi phwong nam.

B& Americana Bach Khoa Tir Dién cho biét: “Vong thanh, cay chum gi, khdc cdi Yule... 1a
nhirng gido tich clia thdi tién Co-dbc.” Cubn sach “Ngoai Gido”, Tra Loi Cac Cau Héi, duoc
bién soan bd&i Frederick J. Haskins, cé thé tim thdy trong cac thw vién céng cong, cho biét:
“Sw sir dung cac vong Christmas dwoc cac nha cé thdm quyén tin rang, co thé truy ngwoc vé
céc thoi tuc trang tri nha clra va nhirng noi thd phwong cla ngoai gido vao luc 1& hdi dwoc
dién ra cung mét thoi diém véi Christmas. Cay Christmas dén tr Ai-cap, va ngudn gbc clia né
dworc tinh ra la mot thoi diém rat lau dai trwde thoi dai Co-dbc.

Ngay Ca Ong Gia Né-en (Santa Claus)

Nhwng phai chang, Ong Gia Né-en (Santa Claus) than thwong khéng phai 18 mét san pham
clia ngoai gido? Ong ta chinh la s&n phdm cla ngoai gido va tinh chat that ctia 6ng ta khéng
nhan ai va thanh thién nhw nhiéu ngudi nghi.

Cai tén “Santa Claus” la mot cai tén da bj bién thé tr tén “Thanh Nicholas”, mét giam muc
Coéng Gido La-ma séng vao thé ky thtr ndm. Xem trong bo Britannica Bach Khoa T Dién,
cudn 19, trang 648-649, 4n ban thtr 11, ban sé doc thay: “Thanh Nicholas, giam muc thanh
Myra... 1a mét vi thanh dwoc ton kinh béi ngwdi Hy-lap va La-tinh vao ngay 6 thang Muoi
Hai... C6 mét huyén thoai vé sy 6ng kin dao tang ctia hdi mén cho ba cd con gai ctia mét
nguwdi dan nghéo... dwoc cho rang lam phat sinh phong tuc cb vé viéc tdng qua cach bi mat
vao dém ky niém Thanh Nicholas [6 thang Muwoi Hai], réi sau dé dwoc chuyén sang ngay
Christmas. D6 |a sv lién két gitra Christmas vé&i Ong Gia Né-en (Santa Claus).

Trong sudt ndm, cac bac cha me trixng phat con cai minh vé toi néi dbi. Thé rdi, vao thoi diém
Christmas, chinh ho lai néi déi v&i con cai cia ho vé Ong Gia Né-en. Diéu dang suy ngh 13,
c6 khi nao nhiéu dira tré luc 16n 1én, biét dwoc sy that thi cling bat dau nghi ngd Birc Chua
Troi cling la mét huyén thoai?

C6 mdt em bé bj v& mong vé Ong Gia N6-en da néi véi ban minh rang: “Vay, minh ciing sé
xem xét lai cAu chuyén vé Blrc Chua Jesus Christ.” Cé phai chinh cac Co-ddc nhan da day
cho tré em vé nhirng huyén thoai va nhirng sw déi tra? Birc Chua Trdi phan: “Cac nguoi ché
lam chirng déi!” C6 |& theo ly luan loai ngudi thi viec d6 khéng sao, cé thé lam duwoc, nhwng
DPlrc Chua Troi phan “Cé mét con duong coi duong chinh déng cho loai ngudi; nhung dén
cudi cung la nhitng néo cia sw chét.” “Ong Gia Nick” (Old Nick) cling la mét tén ctia Ma Quy.
C6 su lién két nao chang? Sa-tan gia lam “thién s clia sw sang” dé lwong gat (Il Co-rinh-td
11:14 va Khai Huyén 12:9).
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Va khi chung ta xem xét cac di kién, chung ta ngac nhién biét rang, rét cudc, su thwe hanh
ky niém Christmas khéng phai la mét sy thwe hanh chan that cla Co-ddc nhan nhwng 14 mot
thoi tuc ngoai giao — mét trong nhirng néo cua Ba-bi-lbn ma ching ta da roi vao.

Thanh Kinh N6i Gi vé Cay Christmas?

Nhwng néu Thanh Kinh im I&ng vé viéc day ching ta ky niém Christmas hodc ghi lai sw ky
niém nod bdi cac st dd cla HoOi Thanh that IGc ban dau, thi Thanh Kinh c6 néi dén cay
Christmas.

Diéu nay sé khién cho nhiéu ngwdi ngac nhién nhwng day la diéu Thanh Kinh noi:

Gié-ré-mi 10:2-4 “Pang Tw Hitu Hang Hou phan nhw védy: Ché tap theo tuc cla cac dan
ngoai, ché so cac dau trén troi, médc du dan ngoai nghi s¢ cac dau &y. Vi théi quen cla céc
dan &y chi 1a hw khéng. Nguoi ta dén cay trong rimg, tay tho Idy bua ma déo; roi Iay bac
vang ma trang strc; dung bua ma déng dinh vao, dé khéi lung lay.”

Trén day la I&i md t& chinh xac cay Christmas, bi Dang Hang Hiru goi 14 “tuc cla cac dan
ngoai”. Chung ta dwoc truyén I&nh la ché tap hoac theo céac tuc 4y. Trong phan doan nay, né
duwoc xem nhu la than twong. Cau thé ndm cho thay nhirng cay nay khong thé noi, khéng thé
di, phai duwoc khiéng vac. “Dumng so céc than &y, vi khéng c6 quyén lam hoa hay lam phuéc.”
Chung chéng phai 1a cac than dé bi so. Nhiéu nguwdi cho rang phan doan Thanh Kinh nay
day rang khéng c6 gi nguy hiém trong viéc dwng cay Christmas, nhung d6 khéng phai la diéu
Thanh Kinh day.

Viéc Trao D6i Qua Cé Hop Thanh Kinh Khéng?

Nhwng khi dén phan quan trong nhét trong tat ca cac phan cla sw ky niém Christmas — mua
mua sam Christmas — sy mua sam va trao ddi qua — nhiéu ngudi sé kéu lén cach dac théng
rang: “it ra thi Thanh Kinh ciing day ching ta lam nhw vay. Khéng phai nhirng nha théng thai
da tang qua khi Chua giang sinh dé sao?”

M6t 1an nira, chung ta lai s& ngac nhién khi chung ta biét dwoc 1& that hién nhién. Truéc
hét, ching ta hay xem lai lich s& nguén gbc cla viéc trao ddi qua, rdi ching ta sé xem Thanh
Kinh néi gi vé viéc dé.

Tw bd Bibliotheca Sacra, cubn 12, trang 153-155, ching ta doc duwoc: “Sy trao doi qua gitra
ban bé 1a dic tinh gibng nhau gitra Christmas va Saturnalia, va da duwoc tiép nhan béi cac
Co-dbc nhan tir nhirng dan ngoai gido, theo sw céo trach ma Tertullian d4 té ra cach ré rang.”

Sw thuec la, thoi quen trao ddi qua gitra ban bé va ba con vao mua Christmas khéng hé co
mot chat dau tich ndo vé no trong Co-déc Gigo. Du ¢é vé la lung nhung thoi tuc nay khéng ky
niém sinh nhat cia Dang Christ ma ciing khéng tén kinh ngay 4y hay t6n kinh Chua. Gia sk
nhw vao dip sinh nhat ctia mét ngwdi than yéu cia ban. Ban mudn tén trong sinh nhat cua
nguoi 4y. Co khi nao ban tén kém tién bac mua sdm qua cho tat ca nhitng ngudi khac, trao
déi qua qua lai v&i tat ca cac ban bé va ngwdi than khac ctia ban, nhwng hoan toan quén
lang tadng qua cho chinh nguwdi cé sinh nhat ma ban dang tén trong? Ngwoc lai, diéu doé that
la 16 bich khi dwoc xem xét nhw vay, cé phai khéng?
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Nhuwng dé chinh xac la diéu ma nguoi ta dang lam khap noi trén thé gidi. Ho tén trong mot
ngay khéng phai 1a sinh nhat cia Dang Christ, bdng cach tiéu phi hét tirng xu ma ho danh
dum duwoc d& mua cac moén qua trao dbi qua lai gitra ban bé va ba con. Tai cé thé ndi theo
kinh nghiém nhiéu ndm cGa minh, nhw t6i tin rang hau hét cac ngwdi chan va ngudi hau viéc
Chua c6 thé noi, rang khi thang Mwei Hai dén gan, hiu nhw tat ca nhivng nguwdi xwng minh 1a
Co-dbc nhan cung nhau quén lang viéc tang qua cho Bang Christ va muc vu cia Ngai.

Bay gid, hday xem Thanh Kinh néi gi vé viéc tdng qua khi Dang Christ giang sinh.

Ma-thi-o 2:1-11 chép: “Khi Dirc Chua Jesus da dwoc sinh ra tai thanh Bét-1é-hem, xtr Giu-dé,
dang thoi Vua Hé-rét, thi c6 méy nha théng théi & déng phuong dén thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem, ma
héi réng: Vua dan Do-thai méi sinh tai dau? Vi chung ta da thdy ngdi sao cta Ngai bén déng
phuong, nén dén dé tho phuong Ngai... Khi ho vao trong nha, ho nhin thay con tré cung Ma-
ri, me Ngai, thi ho sdp minh xubng ma the phuong Ngai: réi ho mé cia béu ra; ho déng 1én
Ngai nhirng 1€ véat la: vang, nhi huong, va mét duoe.”

Tai Sao Qua Pwoc Tang Pang Christ?

Chung ta chu y dén diéu nay: Ho hdi tham vé hai nhi Jesus, Pang dwoc sinh ra dé& lam vua
cua dan Giu-da. Tai sao ho tdng qua Ngai? Cé phai b&i vi dé la sinh nhat cia Ngai? Khoéng
hé nhw vay, b&i vi khi ho tim dén noi thi da 1a nhiéu ngay hay nhiéu tuan sau khi Ngai duwoc
sinh ra. Sy kién dé c6 1a tAm gwong dé& chang ta noi theo ma trao ddi qua véi nhau? Khéng!
Hay dé y ky: ho khéng trao ddi qua Ian nhau nhwng ho “dang cho Ngai!” Ho dang qua cta ho
cho Pang Christ chi¥ khéng phai cho ban be, than thudc hay cho 14n nhau.

Tai sao? T6i xin trich tlr bo giai kinh ciia Adam Clarke, cubn 5, trang 46: “Cau 11. (Ho dang
qua lén Ngai). Dan déng phwong khoéng bao gid dén gan cac vua hay cac bac quyén quy ma
khéng c6 qua trong tay ctia minh. Phong tuc nay thwdng dwoc ghi nhan trong Cwu Udc va
van ton tai & déng phwong, va trong mét vai hai ddo méi dwoc kham pha tai Nam Duwong.”

Sw viéc la nhw vay. Ho khong thiét Iap mét phong tuc Co-ddc mai vé viéc trao dbi qua dé ton
vinh sinh nhat ctia Bang Christ. Ho chi theo phong tuc cii tir thoi cb ctia déng phwong trong
viéc tang qua cho mét vi vua khi ho dén ra méat Ngai. Ho dang ra méat Ngai, Pang duoc sinh
ra dé& lam vua cla dan Giu-da. Vi vay, phong tuc khién ho phai tdng qua — nhw khi N&r Vwong
nwdc Sheba ra mét Vua Sa-16-mén — nhw nhiéu ngudi ngay nay mang qua theo khi ho viéng
tham tda Bach Oc dé gap téng théng.

Khong, théi tuc trao d6i qua qua lai khong hé phat xuét tlr sw kién nay trong Thanh Kinh,
nguoc lai, nhw da trich tr lich st trén day, né 1a sw tiép ndi cia mét thoi tuc ngoai giao. Thay
vi t6n kinh Dang Christ, né luén ludn lam cho can tré coéng viéc cta Ngai, thwdng lam cho
cham tré, vao mua Christmas mdi nam.

Ching Ta Pang & Trong Ba-bi-l6n Ma Khéng Biét!
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sai lac va bj lwdng gat vé “sw dep dé cla tinh than Christmas”. Cac bao chi, dang cac quang
cdo, in nhitng 4n ban s&c s& dé cao va tan tung mua ngoai gido va “tinh than” ctia n6. Nhirng
ké kho dai da bi tiém nhiém quéa nang, dén néi chdéng dbi kich liét khi dwoc nghe ndi vé 1é
that. Nhwng “tinh than Christmas” dwoc tao ra mdi nam khoéng phai dé ton kinh Déng Christ,
ma dé ban hang héa. Giéng nhw tat ca cac sw lwdng gat clia Sa-tan, né hién ra nhw “thién
st cla sw sang”, n6é dwoc lam cho thé hién nhw tét lanh. Hang ti dé-la da bj tén phi trong
con dich mua sdm hang nam, trong khi muc vu cta Pang Christ phai chiu tén that. N6
chinh 1a mét phan trong hé théng kinh té ctia Ba-bi-16n.

Chung ta 14 tuyén dan cia Birc Chua Troi. Nhwng ching ta dang & trong Ba-bi-1én, nhw
Thanh Kinh da tién tri, ma chung ta khéng biét. Hay ra khéi nd, h&i dan ta, dé cac nguoi
khéng duw phan trong t6i 16i clia nd, va cac nguoi sé khdng cuing chiu sy doan phat ctia né —
s& dén cach nhanh choéng — la tiéng canh bao ctia Khai Huyén 18:4.

Nguyén Tac: “The Plain Truth About Christmas” viét b&i David J. Stewart
Chuyén Ngir: Huynh Christian Timothy
12/12/2012

Ghi Chu

Thanh Kinh Viét Ngir Ban Hiéu Dinh 2012: Cac cau Thanh Kinh dwoc trich dan trong bai
nay la theo Thanh Kinh Viét Ngir Ban Hiéu Binh 2012. Day la ban Thanh Kinh Viét Ngl trén
mang, dang trong tién trinh hiéu dinh d& hoan thanh Thanh Kinh Viét Ngi» Ban Dich Ng6i Loi.
Quy con dan Chua c6 thé doc tai day: https://thewordtoyou.net/bible/.

@ Cac chi¥ nam trong hai dau { } khéng c6 trong nguyén van ctia Thanh Kinh, nhung
dwoc ham y theo cAu trdc cha van pham tiéng Hé-bo-ro va tiéng Hy-lap.

@ Cac chi* nam trong hai dau [ ] khéng cé trong nguyén van cta Thanh Kinh, dé 1a cha
thich cda nguwoi dich.

Nhirng sach nao da duwoc hiéu dinh hoan toan sé dwgc dang tai day:
https://christ.thanhkinhvietngu.net/
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