The Disciples Before
Pentecost
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Disputing About Place and Position
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Luke: 9:46 “An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest.” Jesus took a little child and

put him by his side and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name receives me and whoever receives
me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all Is the one who is great.”
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Luke 22:24 (at the Lord’s Supper just before the cross) “A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them
was to be regarded as the greatest.” Jesus answered that His Kingdom was not like an earthy kingdom but

“Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves.”
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The Disciples were using human wisdom.

James 3:14 “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and
be false to the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly,

unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and
every vile practice.”
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Exclusiveness in their view of His

Kingdom. ¥fHYEIE HE/ MNYE A

Reaction against those who did things differently or did not come to them first to get permission
or approval.
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Luke 9: 49-50 “John answered, ‘Master we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and
we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us. But Jesus said to him, ‘Do not stop

him, for the one who is not against you is for you.”
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Resentment against rejecters.
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Luke 9: 52-56 “And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the
Samaritans, to make preparations for him. But the people did not receive him, because his face
was set toward Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 'Lord, do

you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them? But he turned and
rebuked them.”
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Pride E&fEY

Peter is convinced he would never deny Jesus. Luke 22:31-34: “Lord, | am ready to go with you
both to prison and to death.”
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“And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him ‘Before the rooster
crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
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Fear ‘EIH

John 20: 19-21 “On the evening of that day (The day Jesus rose from the dead), the first day of
the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and

stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.” As the Father has sent me, even so |
am sending you.”
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After the Ascension and Pentecost BBk
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Promise: Acts 1:5 “For John baptized you with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.
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Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
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Fulfillment: Acts 2:1-4: “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a might rushing wind and it filled the entire house where they were sitting and divided tongues as of fire
appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” These were the languages of those who heard them.

MERS - (B T _EL-48 T AAEREI T PIEREEA R - Z28 0 R EAERE TR » G MR EWGE » 5o TR
AN XA E BRI GER TR » BTS2 ABE | o MFTsial e BE g s » e BE B PRGN I 4EsR e R ARG 2K » ) ]
S NFEEMMIFTER AVEE S

Meaning: | Cor. 12:13 “For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-Jews or Greeks, slaves or free —and all were made to
drink of one Spirit.
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Focus on Others rather than self. Not disputing about

place and position.E /Uﬁﬁaf A EmAEE S S
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Philippians 2:3-5: “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interest of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.”
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James 3:17,18 “But the wisdom from above is first pure, than peaceable, gentle, open to reason,
full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in
peace by those who make peace.”
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Rather than exclusiveness they saw God working beyond their

normal traditions and boundaries. /& EN S HIN TAE&E
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Acts 15: 7-11: Peter speaking- “Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by
my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. And God who knows the heart, bore
witness to them by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, and he made no distinction between us and
them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. Now therefore, why ae you putting God to the test by placing a yoke

on the neck of the disciples......... But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as
they will.” James concludes: “Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who
turn to God,..
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Philippians 1:15-18. The Apostle Paul in prison answers questions about some preachers who disagreed with him
and many falsely accused him “What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is

proclaimed, and in that | rejoice.”
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Believers love their enemies rather than resent those who

reject or persecute them. (EFEMEMIIRIIUEL - A2
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| Peter 3:9 “Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this
you were called, that you may obtain a bIessmg
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| Peter 4:14 “If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of
glory and of God rests upon you.”
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| Cor. 4:5 “Do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to
light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Than each on

will receive his commendation from God.”
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Humility instead of Pride.
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| Peter 5: 5,6 “..Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”! ‘Humble yourselves, therefore, under the
mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you.”
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Boldness rather than Fear.
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Acts 4: 8ff “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit said to them, ....There is salvation in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
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Acts 4: 31: “And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God
with boldness.”
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Application & FH

What made the difference? Before Pentecost the disciples sought to follow the Lord in their own
strength, power and wisdom. After Pentecost they were yielded, filled and empowered by the Holy
Spirit as Jesus had promised. They were mastered by the Lord Jesus Christ.
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What about my life? What about your life? Who is the Master of our lives? Is it self? Is it the Lord
Jesus through the Holy Spirit. All who believe are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ.
However we are commanded to be filled with the Spirit. We are told to walk in the Spirit. Are you
filled, led and empowered by the Spirit of God so that Christlikeness becomes more and more a part
of your life?
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